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European Union (EU) Renewable Energy Directive III (REDIII) 
Statement of Assurance for sourcing biomass feedstock from private forests in the Southeast part of the US. 
 
In compliance with European Union (EU) Renewable Energy Directive III (REDIII), Woodville Pellets is committed to avoiding sourcing 
biomass from the following land types, including some that are considered “no go” areas by the EU. As of May 20, 2025, Woodville 
Pellets has developed company-level internal processes that forest biomass is not sourced from these areas. If you continue to 
deliver biomass to Woodville Pellets facilities, it is with the explicit understanding that materials are not sourced from these 
ecosystems.  
 

Type of Ecosystem Exceptions Additional Information 
1. Primary forest and old-growth forest.  
 

No exceptions: these are “no go” areas.  The interim RED III Level A Risk Assessment 
for US Private Forests finds that primary or 
old growth forests are essentially not 
present in Woodville Pellets sourcing region. 
 

2. Highly biodiverse forests. 
 

Evidence must be provided that the 
production of that raw material did not 
interfere with those nature protection 
purposes. These provisions have been 
incorporated into Woodville Pellets supplier 
declarations or contracts.  

 

 

 

Highly biodiverse forests include those 
identified by the Forest Stewardship 
Council®, as forests with high conservation 
values or by Sustainable Forestry Initiative® 
(SFI) as forests with exceptional conservation 
value (FECV), containing globally critically 
imperiled or imperiled (G1 and G2) species.  
The interim RED III Level A Risk Assessment 
for National Forests finds that these forests 
are adequately protected under law in the 
National Forest System. 
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3. Highly biodiverse grassland. For “natural” highly biodiverse grasslands, 
there are no exceptions: these are “no go” 
areas.  
 
For “non-natural” highly biodiverse 
grasslands, Woodville Pellets is required to 
provide evidence must provide that tree 
harvesting is necessary to preserve its status 
as non-natural highly biodiverse grassland.  

Grasslands are defined by the UN’s Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) as dominated 
by grasses, with little or no tree cover.  As 
such, forest harvesting would be naturally 
limited.  
 
An Interim RED III Level A Risk Assessment 
for US Private Forests finds that there are no 
known “natural” highly biodiverse grasslands 
in the sourcing region.  
 
The interim RED III Level A Risk Assessment 
for National Forests finds that these 
grasslands are adequately protected under 
law in the National Forest System. 

4. Heathlands.  
 

No exceptions: these are “no go” areas.  An interim RED III Level A Risk Assessment 
for US Private Forests finds that there are no 
known heathlands forests in Woodville 
Pellets sourcing region. 
 
The interim RED III Level A Risk Assessment 
for National Forests finds that these 
ecosystems are adequately protected under 
law in the National Forest System. 

5. Lands that had the status of wetlands 
in 2008 and no longer have that 
status.  

Evidence must be provided that the 
cultivation and harvesting of that raw 
material does not involve drainage of 
previously undrained soil. These provisions 

An interim SBP regional risk assessment for 
US Private Forests finds that any conversion 
wetlands generally occurred before 2008 
and are generally protected by the Clean 

https://www.fao.org/4/y8344e/y8344e05.htm
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have been incorporated into Woodville 
Pellet’s supplier declarations or contracts. 

Water Act (CWA) and related regulatory and 
voluntary mechanisms, including the use of 
forestry Best Management Practices (BMPs).  
 
The interim RED III Level A Risk Assessment 
for National Forests finds that wetlands are 
adequately protected under law in the 
National Forest System. 

6. Peatland (unless evidence is provided 
that the cultivation and harvesting of 
that raw material does not involve 
drainage of previously undrained soil).  

Evidence must be provided that the 
cultivation and harvesting of that raw 
material does not involve drainage of 
previously undrained soil. These provisions 
have been incorporated into Woodville 
Pellets supplier declarations or contracts. 

An interim SBP regional risk assessment for 
US Private Forests finds that peatlands, as a 
subset of wetlands, are generally protected 
by the Clean Water Act (CWA) and related 
regulatory and voluntary mechanisms, 
including the use of forestry Best 
Management Practices (BMPs).  
 
The interim RED III Level A Risk Assessment 
for National Forests finds that peatlands are 
adequately protected under law in the 
National Forest System. 

 

 


