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FECV Assessment Approach

Forests with Exceptional Conservation Value (FECVs) are defined as species identified as imperiled or
critically imperiled, noted as G1 or G2. NatureServe Explorer Pro was used to develop a list of
geographically explicit species with NatureServe Rounded Global Rankings of G1 and G2 in Texas. These
species also occur in neighboring states. A report was generated for the state and results were compiled
by global status, species groupings and habitat needs.

FECV Assessment Summary

The FECV species identified for this geography are grouped with associated management
recommendations. General guidelines for management to support FECV species groupings are outlined
below. Wood suppliers are advised to become knowledgeable about all FECVs. NatureServe
(https://explorer.natureserve.org/) the Texas State Wildlife Action Plan and the Texas Wildlife
Conservation Program are excellent resources for gathering more information about specific species and
their habitat requirements.

Promoting Conservation of FECVs
Management recommendations for specific habitat types are outlined below. However, there are
general recommendations that apply for all species and generally promoting biodiversity.

Manage for Diversity
Because G1 and G2 species in Texas have diverse habitat requirements, there is an overarching need
to retain forests and promote a diverse landscape of age classes, canopy structures and species.

Protect Known Sites

In all ecosystems, where G1/G2 species are identified onsite or identified as present by the natural
heritage program, protect and avoid those sites in management activities unless management is
adjusted to be compatible with the known requirements for that species, as noted below.

Implementing BMPs

The use of best management practices (BMPs) is required of suppliers under the SFl standards.
Studies consistently show that the implementation of BMPs is an effective strategy for protecting
water quality as well as maintaining water temperatures needed for freshwater species. This includes
buffering around water features, minimizing soil disturbance and installing roads and trails
appropriately to minimize runoff and sediment deposition into freshwater.
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Primary EPA Ecological regions (level Ill) in Texas
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Pineywoods/South Central Plains
The Pineywoods is a temperate coniferous forest, made up mostly of pines and hardwoods like

hickory and oak. The World Wide Fund for Nature has classified Pineywoods as a critically endangered
ecoregion in the United States.

Many species are dependent on this ecosystem, including those that rely on freshwater wetlands,
such as bayous and sloughs, in addition to those who rely on forest. Some species include the
federally endangered Louisiana pinesnake and Texas Golden Gladecress, federally threatened Neches
River Rosemallow, as well as the endemic Nodding Yucca plant and the Chapman’s Fringed orchid.

Management e Prescribe Fire: An active prescribed fire program that limits the growth of

Considerations shrubs, oaks, and offsite pines and encourages a highly diverse layer of
herbaceous plants.

e Limit Soil Disturbance: Except where it is needed to control invasive species.

e Avoid Edges: Buffer transition areas (ecotones) and between isolated wetlands
and uplands to ensure that both the wetlands themselves and edge habitat to
support diverse needs of several important species.

e Encourage replanting Longleaf Pine (pinus palustris)
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Gulf Prairies and Marshes

This area hugs the Texas coastline and is home to shallow bays, estuaries, salt marshes, dunes, and
tidal flats and abundant wildlife. This is a particularly important ecosystem for birds, especially as a
stopping point for migratory birds, many of whom make use of the wildlife refuges and sanctuaries

here.

Species of note include the federally endangered Whooping Crane, the bay skipper, prairie dawn, and

Texas Ladies’-tresses.

Management e Avoid disturbance of maritime forest remnants and forest edges.
Considerations e Minimize soil disturbance.

e Open Canopy: Avoid intensive silviculture that creates a closed canopy forest.

Post-Oak Savannah

The Post-Oak Savannah is an arid region with gently rolling hills and scattered oak trees. It is a
transitional area between the woodland to the east and prairie to the west, and includes the Lost
Pines area, a critical habitat for the federally endangered Houston Toad.

Other species that rely on the Post-Oak Savannah ecosystem include Texas meadowrue, Sandy-hill
woolywhite, and branched gayfeather.

Management e Limit herbicide use: If herbicide is needed in stands, only treat a portion of the
Considerations land holdings in a given year.

Blackland Prairie

Historically a tall-grass prairie with fertile soils and gentle topography, much of this area is now
converted to cropland and pastureland. Residential development and urbanization are increasingly
encroaching on this ecosystem. In addition to the grassland, this ecosystem supports the riparian
areas surrounding the Brazos and Trinity rivers and their tributaries.

Species in this area include the Texas and Louisiana pigtoe mussels, Oklahoma grass-pink, and taper-

tip dodder.

Management e Rights of Way: Look for signs that the area hasn’t been plowed, like the
Considerations presence of native grasses like Indian grass, big bluestem or dropseed. If

present, avoid use of heavy equipment and or staging in these areas.

August 2025




pellets FECV Summary: Texas

Rivers, Streams, and Adjacent Stream Sides
Throughout Texas

Texas has high levels of freshwater biodiversity including many federally threatened or endangered
species. Many of these species are limited to one drainage (Example: the smalleye shiner is limited to
only the Brazos river system).

Species in this category of ecosystems include those associated with freshwater (fishes, crayfishes,
riffle beetles, mussels, caddisflies, stoneflies, aquatic amphibians, etc.) and adjacent stream sides
(liverworts, vascular plants, salamanders). Some of these species include the blackbelted crayfish, the
false spike, and the Texas pimpleback.

Management e Limit Sedimentation: In addition to standard BMPs, with Texas’ high aquatic

Considerations biodiversity, it’s particularly important to limit sedimentation and minimize
potential downstream effects of forestry.

e Careful Chemical Use: Avoid large-scale chemical use and follow guidelines for
application, especially avoiding application before or after rainy weather.

Management to Support Endangered Bats
Throughout Texas

Northern long-eared bats are associated with both intact and fragmented forests, including edges and
hillsides, as well as caves and mines. It is particularly important to protect forests along waterways to
ensure foraging habitat is optimal for these species.

Management e Avoid and Buffer Cave Openings

Considerations | e Protect Forests Along Waterways to provide foraging habitat.

e Retain Snags: Keep some large dead snags and/or live individual large trees
with especially shaggy bark such as shagbark hickories.

Learn More: Visit the US Fish & Wildlife Service website for more about these endangered bats.
Northern long-eared bat: https://www.fws.gov/species/northern-long-eared-bat-myotis-

septentrionalis
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***Some species identified as G1 or G2 in the below chart are unlikely to be affected by forest

management because they are not associated with areas near forested habitats. These include species
associated with salt marshes and beaches such as the Kemp’s Ridley sea turtle.

FECVs Identified in WoodVville Pellets’ Supply Region in Texas

NatureServe
Species Group Species Group Rounded
Common Name Scientific Name (Broad) (Fine) Global Rank
Procambarus Crayfish, Shrimp, &
Blackbelted Crayfish nigrocinctus Other Crustaceans Crayfishes G1
Procambarus Crayfish, Shrimp, &
Brazoria Crayfish brazoriensis Other Crustaceans Crayfishes G1
Procambarus Crayfish, Shrimp, &
Neches Crayfish nechesae Other Crustaceans Crayfishes G2
Procambarus Crayfish, Shrimp, &
Parkhill Prairie Crayfish steigmani Other Crustaceans Crayfishes G1
Crayfish, Shrimp, &
Regal Burrowing Crayfish Procambarus regalis Other Crustaceans Crayfishes G2
Insects - Butterflies Butterflies and
Bay Skipper Euphyes bayensis and Moths Skippers G2
Insects - Caddisflies,
Mayflies, and
a caddisfly Phylocentropus harrisi | Stoneflies Caddisflies G1
Insects - Caddisflies,
Holzenthal's Philopotamid Mayflies, and
Caddisfly Chimarra holzenthali Stoneflies Caddisflies G1
Insects - Caddisflies,
Morse's Net-spinning Cheumatopsyche Mayflies, and
Caddisfly morsei Stoneflies Caddisflies G2
Insects - Caddisflies,
Schoolhouse Springs Purse Mayflies, and
Casemaker Caddisfly Hydroptila ouachita Stoneflies Caddisflies G1
Somatochlora Insects - Damselflies Dragonflies and
Texas Emerald margarita and Dragonflies Damselflies G2
Pogonomyrmex Ants, Wasps, and
Comanche Harvester Ant comanche Insects - Other Sawflies G2
Mussels, Snails, &
False Spike Fusconaia mitchelli Other Molluscs Freshwater Mussels | G1
Mussels, Snails, &
Louisiana Pigtoe Pleurobema riddellii Other Molluscs Freshwater Mussels | G1
Mussels, Snails, &
Sandbank Pocketbook Lampsilis satura Other Molluscs Freshwater Mussels | G2
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Mussels, Snails, &
Texas Fawnsfoot Truncilla macrodon Other Molluscs Freshwater Mussels | G1
Potamilus Mussels, Snails, &
Texas Heelsplitter amphichaenus Other Molluscs Freshwater Mussels | G2
Mussels, Snails, &
Texas Pigtoe Fusconaia askewi Other Molluscs Freshwater Mussels | G2
Mussels, Snails, &
Texas Pimpleback Pustulosa petrina Other Molluscs Freshwater Mussels | G1
Thalictrum Vascular Plants -
Arkansas Meadowrue arkansanum Flowering Plants Dicots G2
Vascular Plants -
Bracted Gayfeather Liatris bracteata Flowering Plants Dicots G2
Vascular Plants -
Branched Gayfeather Liatris cymosa Flowering Plants Dicots G2
Carrizo Sands Vascular Plants -
Leatherflower Clematis carrizoensis Flowering Plants Dicots G2
Vascular Plants -
Correll's False Dragonhead | Physostegia correllii Flowering Plants Dicots G2
Vascular Plants -
Geocarpon Geocarpon minimum Flowering Plants Dicots G2
Vascular Plants -
Houston Tansy-aster Rayjacksonia aurea Flowering Plants Dicots G1
Vascular Plants -
Large-fruit Sand-verbena Abronia macrocarpa Flowering Plants Dicots G2
Vascular Plants -
Largeseed Ground-cherry Physalis macrosperma | Flowering Plants Dicots G2
Physostegia Vascular Plants -
Long-sepal Dragon-head longisepala Flowering Plants Dicots G2
Vascular Plants -
Navasota False Foxglove Agalinis navasotensis Flowering Plants Dicots G1
Vascular Plants -
Neches River Rosemallow Hibiscus dasycalyx Flowering Plants Dicots G1
Vascular Plants -
Nixon's Hawthorn Crataegus nananixonii | Flowering Plants Dicots G1
Vascular Plants -
Parks' Jointweed Polygonella parksii Flowering Plants Dicots G2
Vascular Plants -
Prairie Dawn Hymenoxys texana Flowering Plants Dicots G2
Hymenopappus Vascular Plants -
Sandhill Woolly-white carrizoanus Flowering Plants Dicots G2
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Vascular Plants -
Sayersville blue eyes Nemophila sayersensis | Flowering Plants Dicots G2
Vascular Plants -
Taper-tip Dodder Cuscuta attenuata Flowering Plants Dicots G2
Vascular Plants -
Texas Golden Gladecress Leavenworthia texana | Flowering Plants Dicots G1
Vascular Plants -
Texas Meadowrue Thalictrum texanum Flowering Plants Dicots G2
Vascular Plants -
Texas Screwstem Bartonia texana Flowering Plants Dicots G2
Vascular Plants -
Three-flower Broomweed Thurovia triflora Flowering Plants Dicots G2
Vascular Plants -
Western Corkwood Leitneria pilosa Flowering Plants Dicots G2
Vascular Plants -
White Bladderpod Physaria pallida Flowering Plants Dicots G1
Vascular Plants -
Yellow-flower Beebalm Monarda luteola Flowering Plants Dicots G2
Vascular Plants -
Chapman's Fringed Orchid | Platanthera chapmanii | Flowering Plants Monocots G2
Vascular Plants -
Cryptic Flatsedge Cyperus cephalanthus | Flowering Plants Monocots G2
Vascular Plants -
Nodding Yucca Yucca cernua Flowering Plants Monocots G2
Calopogon Vascular Plants -
Oklahoma Grass-pink oklahomensis Flowering Plants Monocots G2
Eriocaulon Vascular Plants -
Small-headed Pipewort koernickianum Flowering Plants Monocots G2
Vascular Plants -
Texas Ladies'-tresses Spiranthes brevilabris | Flowering Plants Monocots G1
Vascular Plants -
Texas Windmill Grass Chloris texensis Flowering Plants Monocots G2
Anaxyrus
Houston Toad houstonensis Vertebrates Amphibians Gl
Whooping Crane Grus americana Vertebrates Birds Gl
Fishes - Freshwater
and Anadromous
Bony, Cartilaginous;
Smalleye Shiner Alburnops buccula Vertebrates Lampreys G2
Northern Myotis Myotis septentrionalis | Vertebrates Mammals G2
West Indian Manatee Trichechus manatus Vertebrates Mammals G2
7
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Louisiana Pinesnake Pituophis ruthveni Vertebrates Reptiles G1
Kemp's Ridley Sea Turtle Lepidochelys kempii Vertebrates Turtles G1
8
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